
 SASKATCHEWAN 
LEGISLATIVE  
LIBRARY 

234—2405 Legislative Drive 
Regina, Saskatchewan 

S4S 0B3 

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE IN PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE 

Role of the Clerk: 

A Select Bibliography 

Updated January 2012 

Australia. Parliament. House of Representatives. ―The Clerk and Other Officials,‖ Infosheet no. 21. 

Commonwealth of Australia, October 2010.  http://www.aph.gov.au/house/info/infosheets/

is21.pdf Accessed January 2012. 

Barnhart, Gordon. ―The Saskatchewan Table.‖ Canadian Parliamentary Review 8, no. 3 (Autumn 

1985): 13-15. http://www.revparl.ca/english/archives.asp Accessed January 2012.  

Benoit, Paul. ―The Politics and Ethics of John George Bourinot‖ Canadian Parliamentary Review 

7, no. 3 (Autumn 1984): 6-10. http://www.revparl.ca/english/archives.asp Accessed January 2012. 

Blondin, René. ―Interview: René Blondin: Twenty Years at the National Assembly.‖ By Gaston 

Deschenes. Canadian Parliamentary Review 8, no. 2 (Summer 1985): 21-23. http://

www.revparl.ca/english/archives.asp Accessed January 2012. 

Boulton, Clifford. The Role of Clerks in the Parliamentary System. Canadian Study of Parliament 

Group and Association of Clerks-at-the-Table in Canada, 1994. http://

www.studyparliament.ca/English/pdf/ongoing/1994_09_E.pdf Accessed January 2012.  

Gov. Docs     CA6.. SP..94 ..R51  

British Columbia. Legislative Assembly. Office of the Clerk. ―Officers of the House.‖ In 

Parliamentary Practice in British Columbia. 4th ed., 229-232. Victoria: Queen’s Printer, 

2008. 

 Gov. Docs     CA2BC X...11 A08P16 

Canada. Parliament. House of Commons. ―Glossary of Parliamentary Procedure.‖ Parliament of 

Canada, January 2009. http://www.parl.gc.ca/information/about/process/house/glossary/gloss-

e.htm Accessed January 2012. 

Canada. Parliament. House of Commons. ―Office of the Clerk of the House of Commons.‖ 

Parliament of Canada. http://www.parl.gc.ca/sites/HoCClerk/ClerkOffice-e.htm Accessed January 

2012. 

Choat, Liz, and David Bagnall. ―Preparation for Life at the Table: Perspectives from Australia and 

New Zealand.‖ The Table: The Journal of the Society of Clerks-at-the-Table in 

Commonwealth Parliaments 73 (2005): 63-76. http://www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/

TheTable_2005.pdf Accessed January 2012. 

 

http://www.aph.gov.au/house/info/infosheets/is21.pdf
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/info/infosheets/is21.pdf
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www.studyparliament.ca/English/pdf/ongoing/1994_09_E.pdf
http://www.studyparliament.ca/English/pdf/ongoing/1994_09_E.pdf
http://www.parl.gc.ca/information/about/process/house/glossary/gloss-e.htm
http://www.parl.gc.ca/information/about/process/house/glossary/gloss-e.htm
http://www.parl.gc.ca/sites/HoCClerk/ClerkOffice-e.htm
http://www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/TheTable_2005.pdf
http://www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/TheTable_2005.pdf


 SASKATCHEWAN LEGISLATIVE LIBRARY 

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE IN PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE  2 

―Comparative Study: Recruitment and Training of Clerks.‖ The Table: The Journal of the Society of 

Clerks-at-the-Table in Commonwealth Parliaments 76 (2008): 107-127. http://

www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/TheTable_2008.pdf Accessed January 2012.  

Darkwa, S. N. ―The Essential Characteristics of the Clerk of Parliament.‖ The Parliamentarian 92, 

no. 2 (2010): 156-157.   

Periodicals 

Franks, C. E. S. ―Dr. C. B. Koester: A Personal Memoir.‖ Canadian Parliamentary Review 21, no. 1 

(Spring 1998): 27-29. http://www.revparl.ca/english/archives.asp Accessed January 2012.   

Fraser, Alistair, W. F. Dawson, and John A. Holtby. ―Officers of the House.‖ In Beauchesne’s Rules 

and Forms of the House of Commons of Canada: With Annotations, Comments, and 

Precedents. 6th ed., 47-62. Toronto: Carswell, 1989. 

Dewey     328.7105  C212  1989 

Fraser, John A. ―Senior Officers of the House of Commons.‖ In The House of Commons at Work, 68-

76. Montreal: Cheneliere, 1993. 

Dewey     328.71072  F841 

Freedman, Lisa, Tom Prins, and Paul Barry. ―Automating the Committee’s Branch in Ontario.‖ 

Canadian Parliamentary Review 23, no. 3 (Autumn 2000): 29-32. http://www.revparl.ca/

english/archives.asp Accessed January 2012. 

Great Britain. Parliament. House of Commons. Public Information Office. Factsheet No. 51: The 

Clerk of the House. London: House of Commons, 1993. 

Gov. Docs     UK1.. XL..21 93F51 

Grice, Paul. ―Reorganizing the Clerk’s Department.‖ The Parliamentarian 91, no. 2 (2010): 158-161. 

Periodicals  

Harris, Ian. ―Role of a Clerk of the House of Representatives: Address to Juris Doctor Students of the 

University of Melbourne.‖ Parliament of Australia, House of Representatives. Commonwealth 

of Australia, June 2002. http://www.aph.gov.au/house/pubs/occpub/juris.pdf Accessed January 

2012. 

Janse, Eric. ―Extending the Table in the House of Commons Chamber.‖ Canadian Parliamentary 

Review 24, no. 3 (Autumn 2001): 30-32. http://www.revparl.ca/english/archives.asp Accessed 

January 2012. 

Koester, C. B. ―The Clerkship in Saskatchewan.‖ Saskatchewan History 16, no. 2 (Spring 1963): 59-

70. 

Gov. Docs     CA2SA AR.... ..S13 

http://www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/TheTable_2008.pdf
http://www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/TheTable_2008.pdf
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www.aph.gov.au/house/pubs/occpub/juris.pdf
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp


 SASKATCHEWAN LEGISLATIVE LIBRARY 

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE IN PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE  3 

Lewis, Roderick. ―Interview: Alex and Rod Lewis: Sixty Years at the Table.‖ By Gary Levy. Canadian 

Parliamentary Review 9, no. 2 (Summer 1986): 30-33. http://www.revparl.ca/english/

archives.asp Accessed January 2012. 

MacMinn, E. George. ―The Art of Briefing a Speaker.‖ The Parliamentarian 89, no. 1 (2008): 43-45. 

The Commonwealth’s longest serving Table officer provided insight into how a Clerk briefs a 

Speaker. 

Periodicals 

MacMinn, E. George and Robert Vaive. ―The Office of the Clerk.‖ Canadian Parliamentary Review 

21, no. 2 (Summer 1998): 28-32. Available at http://www.revparl.ca/english/archives.asp Accessed 

January 2012. 

Manitoba. Legislative Assembly. Office of the Clerk. Fact Sheet No. 8: The Role and Functions of the 

Table Procedural Staff. Winnipeg: The Office, 1998? 

Gov. Docs     CA2MA X…11 98F08 

Marleau, Robert. ―Technology and the Table.‖ The Table: The Journal of the Society of Clerks-at-the

-Table in Commonwealth Parliaments 65 (1997): 13-18. 

Periodicals 

McGee, David. ―Administration of the House.‖ In Parliamentary Practice in New Zealand. 2nd ed., 

39-54. Wellington: GP Publications, 1994.  

See especially ―Office of the Clerk,‖ 43-44. 

Dewey     328.9305  M145    

Munster, Cynthia. ―Order in the House!‖ The Hill Times Online (7 December 2009). http://

hilltimes.com Accessed January 2012. 

An interview with Canada House of Commons Clerk Audrey O’Brien. 

New Zealand. Parliament. House of Representatives. ―Office of the Clerk: About.‖ New Zealand 

Parliament. http://www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/Admin/Agencies/OOC/Who/ Accessed January 2012. 

Northwest Territories. Legislative Assembly. ―Clerk of the Legislative Assembly.‖ Legislative 

Assembly of the NWT. http://www.assembly.gov.nt.ca/_live/pages/wpPages/OfficeoftheClerk.aspx 

Accessed January 2012.  

O’Brien, Audrey. ―The Table Research Branch – 25 Years of Service to the House of Commons.‖ 

Canadian Parliamentary Review 28, no. 3 (Autumn 2005): 40-42. http://www.revparl.ca/

english/archives.asp Accessed January 2012. 

 

 

 

http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://hilltimes.com
http://hilltimes.com
http://www.parliament.nz/en-NZ/Admin/Agencies/OOC/Who/
http://www.assembly.gov.nt.ca/_live/pages/wpPages/OfficeoftheClerk.aspx
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp


 SASKATCHEWAN LEGISLATIVE LIBRARY 

DEDICATED TO EXCELLENCE IN PARLIAMENTARY SERVICE  4 

O’Brien, Audrey, and Marc Bosc, eds. ―The Physical and Administrative Setting‖ In House of 

Commons Procedure and Practice, 2nd ed., 267-300. Ottawa: House of Commons, 2009. 

See especially ―Office of the Clerk of the House,‖ pgs. 298-300. 

Gov. Docs     CA1.. X….. A00H51    

 Saskatchewan. Legislative Assembly. Clerks of the Legislative Assembly: In Commemoration of the 

Centennial of the First Clerk of the Saskatchewan Legislative Assembly. Regina: Legislative 

Assembly, 2006. 

Gov. Docs     CA2SA X....9 A06C44 

 Saskatchewan. Legislative Assembly. Conference of American and Canadian Legislative Clerks and 

Secretaries, August 7-11, 1980. Regina: Legislative Assembly, 1980. 

Gov. Docs     CA2SA X....9 80C51 

Saskatchewan. Legislative Assembly. ―The Legislative Assembly Service.‖ Legislative Assembly of 

Saskatchewan. Regina: Legislative Assembly. http://www.legassembly.sk.ca/about/legislative-

assembly-service/ Accessed January 2012. 

Society of Clerks-at-the-Table in Commonwealth Parliaments. ―Comparative Study: The Role of the 

Clerk or the Secretary General.‖ The Table: The Journal of the Society of Clerks-at-the-Table 

in Commonwealth Parliaments 78 (2010): 114-153. http://www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/

TheTable_2010.pdf  Accessed January 2012. 

Society of Clerks-at-the-Table in Commonwealth Parliaments. Society of Clerks-at-the-Table in 

Commonwealth Parliaments Website. http://www.societyofclerks.org Accessed January 2012. 

Vaive, R., & MacMinn, E. G. ―The Office of the Clerk.‖ Canadian Parliamentary Review, 21, no. 2 

(Summer 1998): 28-32. http://www.revparl.ca/english/archives.asp Accessed January 2012. 

Vongdouangchanh, Bea. ―Meet the First Female Acting Clerk.‖ The Hill Times Online (30 May 

2005). http://hilltimes.com Accessed January 2012. 

Wilding, Norman, and Philip Laundy. An Encyclopaedia of Parliament. 3rd ed. London: Cassell, 

1968. 

See various entries including: ―Clerk of the House,‖ ―Clerk’s Assistant,‖ ―Table of the House‖ 

Dewey     328.41003  W673  1968  

 

Compiled by the Legislative Library Reference Staff 

Parliamentary Democracy Series: No. 7 

The citations listed in this publication have been selected for informational purposes only, and are not 

intended to be an endorsement of any specific position on this issue. Any perceived bias in coverage that may 

arise from the numbers or types of materials available on this topic is not intentional.    

http://www.legassembly.sk.ca/about/legislative-assembly-service/%20
http://www.legassembly.sk.ca/about/legislative-assembly-service/%20
http://www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/TheTable_2010.pdf
http://www.societyofclerks.org/Documents/TheTable_2010.pdf
http://www.societyofclerks.org
http://www2.parl.gc.ca/Sites/LOP/Infoparl/english/archives.asp
http://hilltimes.com

